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BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


‘¢Bharat Shramajivi’’... “ +» | Caleutta 
nts Gramvarta Praka shika”’ eee pee Comercolly 
——- 
“ Sansodhini”’ - : + | Chittagong 

‘¢Purva Pratidhwani’’... via see Ditto 
Weekly. 


“ Ananda Bazar Patrika ”’ ins | Caleutta ce 29th August 1881. 
“ Arya Darpan” i cae os | lees — fOr aS 9th September 1881. 
‘ Bharat Bandhu” i = 1 Ditto 


- Bharat Mihir’”’ e006 ee eee Mymensing ove 30th August 1881. 
‘¢ Bengal Advertiser” ‘i — +» | Calcutta zs 
‘¢ Bardwan Sanjivani” ‘ie ih > | Burdwan 30th ditto and 6th September 1881. 
“ Charuvarta” soe eee ee | Sherepore, Mymensing 
‘‘ Dacca Prakash”’ sais pra > | Dacca 

“Dut” PN ss ‘+ | Calcutta nes 
‘“‘ Education Gazette - te a -- | Hooghly ey 2nd September 1881. 

“ Halisahar Prakashika” .., - ue pwned 3rd ditto. 

‘ Hindu Ranjika”’ ies ‘a ++ | Beauleah, Réjshéhye... 3lst August and 7th September 1881. 
66 Medini ? ; oe ee eee Midnapore ig 27th ditto and 3rd itto. 

‘“ Murshidabad Patrika °... oe ++» | Berhampore os 19th August 1881. 
“ Murshidabad Pratinidhi” - ee Ditto = 
“ Navavibhakar”’ a ie + | Calcutta ne 29th ditto. 
“ Paridarshak — bie sis | Sylhet a 28th ditto. 
“ Pratikar”’ see ves ++ | Berhampore oP 26th ditto. 
‘* Rungpore Dik Prakash vee -- | Kakinia, Rungpore ... 

‘ Sadharani”’ an oh «> | Chinsurah ea 4th September 1881. 
‘‘ Sahachar”’ ate ees > | Calcutta dslst August 1881. 

* Som Prakash ”’ a he -- | Changripotté, 24-Perghs. 5th September 1881. 
“ Sudhakar” Mymensing 


“Sulabha Saméchér” -... ... _—... | Caleutta ea 8rd ditto. 
 Srihatta Prakash ”’ cee eee “ Sylhet 


“Tripura Vartavaha”” ...  ... —«.. | Commillah 
Daily. 


‘“Samvad Prabhakar”... va .». | Calcutta ee 5th to 8th September 1881. 
‘“ Samvad Pirnachandrodaya”’ ... .» | Ditto oe 3rd to 9th ditto. 


‘Samachar Chandrika” sis »1 Ditto oe Sth to 8th ditto. 
‘Banga Vidya Prakéshiké”’ | Ditto 


“ Prabhati”’ sa »» | Ditto on ie 5th, 7th & 8th September 1881. 
‘‘ Samachar Sudhabarsan ” as »- | Ditto ng | 
ENGLISH aND Urpv. 


| Weekly. 
| “Urdu Guide” see ves + | Ditto 8rd September 1881. 


HInpr. 
} Weekly. 
'“ Behar Bandhu” das ‘a ..- | Bankipore, Patna _... Ist ditto. 
Bharat Mitra ’”’ pai ki -- ; Calcutta ea Ist ditto. 
‘Sar Sudhanidhi ”’ ae aa .-» | Ditto we 5th ditto. 
“Uchit Bakta” Sea .. | Ditto . Poi 3rd_ ditto. 
| PERSIAX. 
| Weekly. | 
“* Jam-Jahan-numa ” aie ares w» | Ditto ; 2nd __— ditto. 
Urvv. 
eekly. 
‘* Akhbar-i-Darussaltanat” ane ..» | Ditto a 3lst August 1881. 
ASSAMESE. 
bo — 
’ Assam Vildsini ” . a .. | Sibsagar 
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August 20th, 1881. 
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PATRIK4, 


August 19th, 1881. 
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Te following observations are extracted from a lengthy article ip th 

Navavibhékar, of the 29th August, on 4} 
policy of Lord Hartington. Lord Hartington 
is reported to have said in the House of Commons that the finances 4 
India are in a hopeful condition, and that the Government of India wi] be 
asked to entirely repeal the cotton duties next year. In the conclusion of 
his speech, he is also reported to have said that it is not possible for the 
present to lighten the burden of taxation in India. We regret that we 
cannot reconcile the onestatement with the other. If the Secretary of 
State believes that the finances are really in a prosperous condition, we fai] 
to see why it is not possible to lighten the burden of taxation in India. 
The fact is that for the sake of conciliating Manchester Lord Hartinotoy 
has concealed the truth, and has had recourse to subtle and false arcuments 
The financial condition of India is not very assuring. The public debt 
is gradually increasing, no steps have been taken in the direction of effective 
retrenchment, the supply of officers from England continues as before, and 
pensions and annuities are being drawn from India in_ undiminished 
amounts. There will be no deduction in the salaries of the civil and 
military officers, and yet there will be a retrenchment. We fail to catch the 
meaning of this statement. Wedo not understand how there will bea 
diminution in the rate of exchange. Nor are we yet in a position to com- 
prehend how the Indian coin will rise in value, while the income of the 
British capitalists will remain untouched. Our impression is that without 
retrenchment the finances will never improve, but that cannot be expected 
from Lord Hartington’s party. English politicians will never be able to do 
all this for the Indians without a thorough renunciation of selfishness and 


Lord Hartington’s policy. 


race-partiality. Lord Hartington in office, and Lord Hartington out of 
office, appear to us to be two different persons. It is all owing to India’s 
misfortune; otherwise why will the Lieutenant-Governor, or the Governor, 


or the Secretary of State, all of whom we had hailed as our friends, forsake 
us at this moment. 


Pusitic ADMINISTRATION. 


2. The Moorshedabad Pa'rika, of the 19th August, observes in an 


: 7 article that the high-handedness of Magis- 
a trates in the Bengal Pedlsca has assumed the 
character of an infectious disease, and notices that Baboo Ramesh Chandra, 
Deputy Magistrate, who, while in charge of the Lalbag sub-division, was 
very unpopular, has again been harassing the sub-division of Kandi. 

A correspondent in the same paper writes thus regarding Mr. Beames, 
Deputy Magistrate in charge of the Lalbag sub-division :—Perhaps 
Mr. Beames is related to some high official in England, or to some distit- 
guished Member of Parliament, or to our Lieutenant-Governor, or to the 
Magistrate of the district; otherwise how can his proceedings escap? 
condemnation from the authorities. 


3. Concerning the Vernacular Press Act, the Medini, of the 97th 


August, writes as follows :—It may be argued 
ie _—— =o by the supporters of the Act that it haste 
mained in force for such a long time, but none has had to suffer any harm 0 
account of it. We cannot, however, describe with what caution we have ha 
to hold our pens for fear of the Act. If some of us were im risoned, 
we could then point out the mischiefs and be able to say much on the 
subject. It seems to us that it was necessary for securing 2 repeal 0 
Act IX that some one or two of us should have been taken to jail. 


.~ 


4, The Paridarshak, of the 28th August, commenting in a long 
+ article headed “Who is to blame” on an 
extract + from Lord Hartington’s speech on 
the occasion of the distribution of prizes in the Cooper’s Hill College, 
says that misunderstanding between Englishmen and the natives is on the 
‘ncrease on account of the wicked disposition of many of the English 
officials, who are constantly widening the gulf between the two classes. The 
natives are not in the least to blame for this state of things, the Government 
ig partly so, but the full share of the blame falls on these wicked English 
oficers. A proper check over these officers may to a great extent remove 
these misunderstandings, and to accomplish this purpose, the Government 
should be just and efface the distinction between the black and the white. 

5. ‘The same paper writes in a paragraph in the column, of local news 
that Babu Chandra Nath Nundy, Extra 
Assistant Commissioner, has been repeatedly 
reported to be in the habit of using harsh and abusive language to 
his subordinates, and has been obnoxious to many persons on account of his 
harsh manner. 

6. The Navavibhékar, of the 29th August, in a long article on the 
outbreak of the malarious fever, narrates the 
steps that have been taken by Government 
for relieving the suffering people of Nuddea, and requests the Government 
' totake note of the Sanitary Commissioner’s assertion that there will be 
afrightful increase of mortality in the Nuddea district in the month of 
October, and take timely measures for preventing the calamity. 

7. The following observations are extracted from a lengthy article in the 
same paper on ‘‘ The Coolies of the Tea Plan- 
tations ”’:—Following the suggestions made in 
the report of the Commission appointed to amend the law relating to immi- 
gration of coolies in Assam, Mr. Rivers Thompson has introduced a Bill 
into the Indian Legislative Council. The Bill should not be passed into 
law before the Council assembles at Calcutta. The tea-planters are anxious 
to do away with the system of local registration and examination, to have 
the term of contract increased from three to at least five years, to be allowed 
the privilege of negotiating a new contract on the expiration of the first 
term independently of a Magistrate, and to be authorized to arrest the 
absconded coolies without a warrant. The Government is not as yet 
prepared to concede these points to the tea-planters ; but there have been 
strong advocates of the tea-planters’ interests in the English press. The 
whole country should watch carefully the objectionable sections in the Bill 
and protest against the measure. 

8. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 29th August, in an article 

The Kalapahar of the nineteenth headed “The Kalapahar of the nineteenth 
perl century,” strongly condemns the conduct 
of Mr. Francum, Overseer to the Port Commissioners, for desecrating a 
Hindu temple, and calls in question the correctness of the decision of 
Mr. Pargiter, J oint-Magistrate of Alipore, dismissing the case against him, 
Which has caused a sensation among the Hindu community. 

9. The same paper supports the view of the Sddhdranz that the 
reports on the vernacular papers should be 
supplied to editors of newspapers. 

10. The same paper in another paragraph states that Mr. Maltby, of 
Madras, who was accused of a murder, but 
was discharged and sent to a lunatic asylum 
°n the plea of insanity, is now living a happy life with his wife at Paris. 
Yul the other day a man named Raghubar, who had slain his wife when 
“€eping with her paramour, was sentenced to death by the Sessions Judge 
' Mymensingh, This is indeed fairness and justice personified. 
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11. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 80th August, in continuat; 
: article on the same subject, says that th 
a and the discontent of the subject race is Owing sim ' 
: , Ply 
to the fact of the Government not takino 
them into its confidence in questions concerning the organization of the 
army, the collection and application of the revenues, and the framing of 
laws. They are not consulted in the administration of the Military Depart. 
ment, nor are they freely admitted into the army. ‘They have to Pay the 
revenues, but have no voice in their application. The English office, 
empowered to frame laws for them are wholly ignorant of their mannep 
customs, and language, and have no social familiarity with them. The rulex 
depend for their information concerning the country on the native officers of 
Government and persons desirous of obtaining honors and distinctions 
but these latter being ever anxious to gain their favour by coaxing anj 
cringing never faithfully represent the grievances of the country. Hence 
the country is discontented and suffers severely. ‘The fact is that the peopk 
are loyal, and as such have every right to claim more love and mor 
confidence from their rulers. They suffer indignities for their loyalty alone 
and it is the duty of the rulers to take note of the fact. 

12. The Bhdérat Mihir, of the 30th August, ina lengthy editorial, 

vehemently condewns the policy of the Liberal 
Government in keeping intact the Press Act, 
the Arms Act, and the License Tax, and in proposing to repeal the cotton 
duties wholly next year. The article concludes in the following terms :—If 
the reign of justice is not yet wholly ended on the face of the earth, England 
will surely have to sufferone day from the burning imprecations of the 
inhabitants of India. 

13. The same paper in another article, headed the Durga Poojah Holi- 
days, condemns the Englishman’s argument in favour 
of their reduction as futile, and says, if they are 
reduced, Government will deal a heavy blow to the heart of the native 
community. 

14. We extract the org observations from a lengthy article in 

| } an the Sahachar, of the 3]st August, headed “ The 
~— Breach of Promise of the Liberal Party.” Lord 
Hartington had stated to the Manchester Deputation that those taxes which 
were pressing hard on the poor Indians would be first repealed so soon 
as the finances would permit, and the license tax was definitely stated to be 
one cf them. People had so much confidence in the justice of the present 
Ministers, that they had hitherto cherished the belief that the cotton duties 
would not be repealed so long as the license tax was allowed to exist. 
When Lord Lytton granted a partial remission of the duties at a time of 
financial embarrassment, the Liberal politicians insinuated that a grea 
injustice had been done to India. On coming to power, Lord Hartington 
assured India that there would be no injustice under his Governmetl. 
But the people have been disappointed. The Marquis of Hartington has 
lately stated that the cotton duties will be wholly repealed next year, and 
then the license tax. | 

15. The same paper in another long article comments on the com 

eileen munications of Dr. Lethbridge in the pres, 


and says that both the Government of Ben 
and the Inspector-General of Jails are to be held responsible for the 


unusual mortality in the jails, and for consenting to give a trial to the 
half-ration system recommended by the Prison Conference, to which they 
were opposed from the very beginning, and which they were fully awa 
would be attended with loss of life. They ought to have remembered that 
experimenting upon human life was an unpardonable sin. Again, 3 very 
long time was allowed to the trial, and the discovery of the terrible mortality 
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was made after ten months, not from the monthly statements received from 
the Superintendents of Jails, but by an accidental circumstance on the occa- 
sion of the inspection of a jail in Northern Bengal. 
16. The same paper in another article approves Sir Ashley Eden’s 
Native capitalists in Railway specu. reply to the Deputation of the Chamber of 
lations. Commerce and the British Indian Associa- 
tion on the subject of railway extension in Assam, and says that, now that 
capital is commanding a small rate of interest, native capitalists will have 
no objection to purchase shares in such speculations, provided the Govern- 
ment partly guarantees the interest. The shares should not exceed Rs. 50, 
and should be accepted in rupees. : 
17. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 3rd September, thanks the Lieute- 
7 7 nant-Governor for bringing about an amicable 
“andl Gunoy Hey OF Nawab settlement of the disputes in the family of Khajah 
Abdul Gunny on the occasion of His Honor’s 
recent visit to Dacca. The arbitrators selected by both parties have given 
their award, and the richest house in Kastern Bengal has been saved from 
impending ruin. Nearly ten lakhs of rupees have already been expended, 
and if the case had proceeded further, there is no knowing where the expendi- 
ture would have stopped. The time of the Lieutenant-Governor’s retire- 
ment is drawing near, and this noble act of His Honor will be reckoned 
as a memorable event in the annals of this country. 
18. The same paper, in an article on the Town Hall not = asks 
what has been done with respect to the damages 
iene cdemalaaa caused by the constables to the official sae 
and furniture in the Town Hall? Can the loss to the extent of nearly a lakh 
of rupees be made good by a few lessons and a sentence of three months’ 
imprisonment to a few constables ? 
19. The Medint, of the 3rd September, continues its article on the 
Midnapore canal. We give its substance be- 
~ low. Babu Jadunath Mukharji, Revenue Super- 
intendent, reported to the Government that the ryots of this quarter were 
very happy on account of the canal. Unfortunately this is far from the 
truth. Wecan confidently assert that the canal has proved a source of great 
hardship to the poor ryots of this part of the country. They are not so stupid 
a3 to hail with pleasure what is manifestly an evil. They are being daily 
drained of their resources, and deceived in every way on account of the canal. 
Perhaps Jadu Babu is very well aware that certain persons connected 
with the canal works have not hesitated even to dishonor the zenanas of 
certain persons. Many ryots have left their homesteads in pergunnah 
Khandar, and the cows, trees, bamboos, doors and furniture of many ryots have 
been sold. For manifest reasons the ameens do not measure with fairness 
the lands irrigated with canal water. Ifa ryot relinquishes a jote after one 
year's Cultivation, he is not exempted from the payment of the rate for the 
second year, and it has come to our knowledge that in some cases the rate 
has been levied from different parties for the same plot of land. During 
drought water is not supplied to the ryots who have given kabuliyats, in spite 
of their repeated prayers, and yet they are compelled to pay the fixed amount 
of the rate. The canal officers surreptitiously let canal water at night into 
villages of which the peasantry have not given kabuliyats, and then proceed 
armed as they are with the authority of a stringent law to accuse the poor 
people of theft, and to realize from them adouble amount of the rate by 
way of penalty. Again, the Certificate Act is also causing great harassment 
Wo the ryots. The officers empowered to serve certificates suddenly enter 
the cowsheds and zenanas without any previous notice, and attach the cows 
and furniture, &c., which are immediately sold by auction. We have also 
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heard that many ryots are kept in custody as in an execution of a civ] Court 
decree. We also frequently hear of cases hike the following :—Suppose 
ryot is arrested under a warrant for realizing Rs, 2-12-83, being his dy 
on account of water rate and ¢alabana, and he pays Rs. 3; the tehsilday 
however, return four annas to him, and he goes back home under the in. 
pression that his account has been settled. Unfortunately for him it is no 
unusual to find that for that one pice he is re-arrested, and he is held liahj. 
for a talabanaof Rs. 1-2. 
90. The Urdu Guide, of the 3rd September, notices with gratification 
Extension of the term of Sir Ashley that the term of Sir Ashley Kden’s Service 
Eden’s service. has been extended, and expresses a hope that 
the schemes framed by His Honor for the improvement of this province 
will be brought to a completion during his administration. The foremos 
among them is tne Bengal Rent Bill, with the fortunes of which are bound 
up the weal and woe of the inhabitants of this province. Then, there are 
the projected railway lines. And lastly, it is to be hoped that His Honor 
will adopt such measures for ameliorating the condition of the Mahomedans 
of Bengal as may place within their reach the facilities of improvement 
possessed by their Hindu fellow-subjects. 
21. The Sddhdrant, of the 4th September, in a long article on the 
i: Sead hie a Vernacular Press Act, says that there are high 
Government officers opposed to its report. 
The editor urges that a united representation should be made on the subject 
to Lord Ripon and the Secretary of State. 
22. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
Som Prokash, of the 5th September, headed the 
“Tours of Magistrates in the Mofussil ”:—Qn 
an auspicious day, and in favourable weather, the Magistrates set out on their 
tour through the mofussil. But at the time when the very dogs and jackals 
would seem as it were to lament the woes of the people, the :ncarnation of 
justice holds his court in a palatial dwelling. During the rainy season, when 
the roads are either completely under water, or are covered over with mud 
and overgrown with jungle, the Magistrate is found driving his chaniot or 
buggy on good macadamized roads at the district head-quarters, The rainy 
season is the season for agricultural operations. Ramtarun raises an dil to 
mark the boundary of his land, Lokai Mundle comes and demolishes it, Shibu 
Mundle has ploughed a piece of land, but the naib wants to dispossess him 
of it, and appears on the scene with a whole array of peons and Jathiols 
and helps Gangai Mundle to take possession of Shibu’s land, and to plough 
it over again. A fearful riot ensues attended with bloodshed, and all this 
takes place while the Magistrate is at the district head-quarters. He 
cannot come into the mofussil before the end of the rainy season. When 
the disputes of the peasantry are in a manner settled, when with the retum 
of a more favourable season the village roads dry up and become somewhal 
passable, and the harvest being gathered the houses of the peasants preset! 
something like an appearance of prosperity, it is then that the Auzoors, the 
ma-bap of the poor, come to visit the mofussil. They do not, it seems 
come in a season of adversity, lest sights of woe should pain them. Nor do¥e 
ask them to come at that time; let the poor bear what it has fallen 
to their lot to bear. We would not ask that the official who is at be 
but the son of a poor person, and has come from a distant land to play 
the Adkim for a few days, should endure any hardship. Let him hive 
in happiness, and take a cursory view of the condition of the people 
in a favourable season. x 
The grievances of the people are seldom brought to the notice of 
those who alone are able to redress them; nor do the authorities find *) 
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opportunities of noticing their grievances. There was great eclat when the 
sons of our Sovereign came to India. The roads, lanes, and all other public 
laces were kept clean and lighted. There was fearful crowding of men, 
and jostling of carriages and horses. The whole City of Calcutta seemed 
to be off its balance. ‘The Princes came and were housed in the best house 
of the chief city of India, and took an evening drive along its main road. 
They paid brief visits to the leading Native Princes glittering with jewels. 


They were presented with heaps of jewels, and thus did they perceive 
the condition of the country and its people ! | 


The Lieutenant-Governor once went on a tour to East Bengal. The 
astute officials there had made the peasantry put on clean cloths and stand 
on the river banks. These men lined both banks of the river and made 
salaam to His Honor as he passed in his yacht. The Lieutenant- 
Governor was informed that these men were all agriculturists. He was 
exceedingly glad to notice this, and from their dress perceived that the 
were all well-to-do men. The truth, however, was not told him that the 
peasantry toiling hard for twelve months cannot procure even six months’ 
food, and that they cannot afford clothing to protect their persons from the 
inclemencies of the weather. 

We would not of course ask that the chief officials should be 
going from door to door witnessing the miseries of the people. What 
we ask is that the Magistrates should be out on their tour through 
the interior of their districts at the time when the people suffer hard- 
ships. ‘This would in a large measure remove the sufferings of the 
poor. The grievances and mishaps to which the people in the mofussil 
are subject seldom reach the ears of the Magistrates. The cases which 
they are called on to try in Court furnish them with but an imperfect 
picture of certain things in the life of the people. It is moreover 
particularly necessary, considering the insanitary condition of the villages in 
Bengal in the rainy season, that these tours should be undertaken in that 
season. As it is, very little good accrues from these expensive tours. If the 
practice is to be continued, the obvious duty of Government is to have a 
number of houses constructed in different parts of a district, and to direct the 
Sub-Divisional Officers to visit all the villages under their respective jurisdic- 
tion at least once a year, making these houses so many centres; otherwise, 
mere promenading or living in camp in the mofusil will not serve any 
useful purpose. An officer can every morning visit on horse-back four or 
live villages and sometimes more. In this way alone could the magisterial 
officers ascertain local wants and grievances, and take steps to remove them. 
From this the Editor goes on to observe that the proceeds of the road cess 
and the chowkidaree tax should be expended for the benefit of the localities 
from the inhabitants of which they are levied, and that the clective system 
should be introduced into all municipalities in the country. 

23. Referring to the judgment pronounced by the Magistrate in the 
‘Town Hall riot case, the same paper asks— 
“But what of the unfortunate and innocent 
person who lost his life in this riot, and of the loss of Government property 
occasioned by it? Who will make good the loss? Considering that both 
parties are Government servants, Government itself is bound to make good 
the loss. But whence is the money that is required to come ?” 

24. We give below an extract from along article in the Samdchdr 

Sir Ashley Eden Chandrika, of the 5th September. Joint- 

: Magistrate Eden, Secretary Eden, and Lieute- 
nant-Governor Eden are three different persons. As Lieutenant-Governor 
®has caused us much anguish. We have loved him always, but he has 
wilfully forsaken us; he was the first to break a lance with the native 
bapers, and it was he who traduced the Native Editors at Belvedere without 
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any reason whatever. He has been abusing the Native Editors at ey 


step, but we bear him no ill-will. There is yet time for Sir Ashley Bie 


to bridge the gulf that separates us from him, and if he does this, , 
shall again worship him as before. Sica 


EDUCATION.’ 


25. The Sddhdrani, of the 4th September, in an article heade 
‘‘ Mass education” points out that the gurns an 
insufficiently remunerated. Many of them ar 
illiterate men. The Editor exhorts the Indian Association to memorializ 
Lord Ripon for securing increased grants-in-aid to the pathsalas, The 
services of trained gurus could be made available only at higher rates of 
remuneration. Thus only could the quality of education imparted in the 
pathsalas be improved. 
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